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Utah System of Higher Education 
Changes to Existing Academic Program Proposal 
Cover/Signature Page  - Abbreviated Template 
Institution Submitting Request: Utah State University
Current Proposed (if applicable)
Program Title: AAS - Business Administration
AAS - Small Business 
Operations
Sponsoring School, College, or Division: College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences (CAAS)
Sponsoring Academic Department(s) or Unit(s): 
School of Applied Sciences, 
Technology, and Education 
(ASTE)
Classification of Instruction Program Code1: 52.0201 52.0701
Min/Max Credit Hours for Full Program Required: 62 / 62 /
Proposed Effective Term for Program Change2: Summer 2017
Institutional Board of Trustees' Approval Date: 01/06/2017
Award Type: AAS
Name Change of Existing Program
Program Restructure with or without Consolidation
Program Transfer to a new academic department or unit
Program Suspension
Program Discontinuation
Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Program
Out of Service Area Delivery Program
Program Change Type (check all that apply):
Chief Academic Officer (or Designee) Signature: 
I, the Chief Academic Officer or Designee, certify that all required institutional approvals have been obtained prior to 
submitting this request to the Office of the Commissioner.
Laurens H. Smith Date: January 4, 2017
I understand that checking this box constitutes my legal signature. 
Program Change Description  - Abbreviated Template 
Section I: The Request 
Utah State University requests approval to change the name of the AAS in Business Administration to AAS 
in Small Business Operations effective Summer 2017. This action was approved by the institutional Board 
of Trustees on January 6, 2017.
Section II: Program Proposal 
Program Change Description/Rationale 
Present a brief program change description. Describe the institutional procedures used to arrive at a decision for the change. 
Briefly indicate why such a change should be initiated. State how the institution and the USHE benefit by the change. 
The proposal is only for a name change and accompanying CIP code change. The proposed change is internal to the USU 
system whereas the current degree name is an artifact of the USU and CEU merger of 2010. Currently, USU Eastern has an 
Associates of Applied Science (AAS) degree labeled Business Administration. The AAS degree in Business Administration has 
been in place for 30+ years. Yet, the academic preparation and career intention for this degree are not well aligned with current 
industry and accreditation standards. In addition, the Huntsman School of Business on the USU Logan campus has a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration. The degree of articulation between the AAS of Business Administration at USU Eastern 
and the BS in Business Administration from the Huntsman School of Business is low. This produces a high degree of confusion 
and consternation among students, faculty, and stakeholders. Rarely are USU Eastern students with an AAS in Business 
Administration allowed to enter the Business Administration program in the Huntsman School of Business without restriction. 
Therefore, the time has come to change the name of the AAS in Business Administration to more accurately reflect academic 
outcomes and career intentions. It is proposed that the name of the degree be changed to: Small Business Operations. The 
current array of required courses and academic experiences outside the classroom are better expressed with this name 
change. The course requirements would remain the same. The academic home for the AAS in Small Business Operations 
would also remain the same -- in the School of Applied Sciences, Technology, and Education. The CIP code would need to 
change.  
Consistency with Institutional Mission/Institutional Impact 
Explain how the action is consistent with the institution's Regent-approved mission, roles, and goals. Institutional mission and 
roles may be found at higheredutah.org/policies/policyr312/ . Indicate if the program will be delivered outside of designated 
service area; provide justification. Service areas are defined in higheredutah.org/policies/policyr315/ .  Will faculty or staff 
structures be impacted by the proposed change?
The proposed change, albeit specific to the internal operation of the university, will clarify roles and responsibilities for USU in 
delivering across the state through the strategical location of regional campuses and rural outposts. The change in name will 
help streamline the matriculation of students from campuses outside of Logan who complete the AAS degree is this business 
related major.  
The program will continue to be offered in the designated service area.  
Faculty, staff, students, and stakeholder will not experience a change in organization structure or teaching strategies. The 
proposed name change will improve the academic and career pathway for students who start with an interest in general 
business competencies in a regional campus and then choose to complete one of the many excellent Huntsman School of 
Business degrees.  
The proposed name change would also directly align with the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) model. The new 
SBDC model, as now delivered statewide via USU Extension, will provide collateral support to the local USU Eastern program 
in Small Business Operations.  
The proposed name change will allow for greater articulation with the USU lead stackable credential concept. The proposed 
name change to Small Business Operations will include the possibility to complete a Certificate of Proficiency in Small Business 
Entrepreneurship. Increased access to on-ramps and off-ramps along an academic pathway will advance the impact of higher 




What costs or savings are anticipated from this change? If new funds are required to implement the change, indicate expected 
sources of funds. Describe any budgetary impact on other programs or units within the institution.
There will be no required or expected cost for the proposed program name change. The only indirected cost savings will come 
from reduced confusion and frustration when current AAS Business Administration students at USU Eastern attempt to transfer 
into the Huntsman School of Business.  
 
